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Subsurface fertiliser banding
reduces winter loss of nutrients 4
Tile drains play an important role in nutrient
loss. Canadian researchers advise to band

fall-applied fertiliser below soil surface to
reduce leaching via preferential flow.
Subsurface banding also reduces phosphorus
loss in rain and snowmelt runoff.

Single threshold leaf SPAD value for
different potato cultivars 6

SPAD 4.5 can be applied as a general index of
nitrogen status across different potato
cultivars, according to Chinese researchers.

“1.2 N THE BEST YOU CAN DO"

PARTNERS OF THE UPPER
SANGAMON RIVER WATERSHED

Yield-based nitrogen fertiliser recom-
mendations under criticism 11
The ‘1.2 rule’ for nitrogen fertiliser applica-
tion has guided many American agricultural
researchers, consultants, extension agents
and farmers for decades. Agricultural
economists at the University of Illinois
suggest an alternative approach to develop
future fertiliser recommendations.

Pocket knife with the ‘1.2 rule’ slogan.
Picture: David Bullock, University of Illinois
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Publications about plant nutrition research
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Phosphorus
Phosphite
Potassium
Calcium
Lime / pH
Magnesium
Sulphur
Boron
Chloride
Copper
Iron
Manganese
Sodium
Zinc
Selenium
Rare earth elements

Rhizobia, mycorrhiza etc.
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